
“Ganga Vriksharopan Saptah” 

To conserve and restore the degraded sites along the River Ganga Government has 

proposed a concept of "afforestation" in five major Indian states along the Ganga river basin 

(Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal).  The project envisages holistic 

approach for implementation by the state Forest Departments with involvement of various 

stakeholders including ITBP, Eco Task Force, Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan, Ganga Vichar Manch, 

AYUSH and other civil society based organizations. 

 

   The "afforestation" approach is multi-disciplinary with potential plantation and treatment models. 

Considering the type of natural ecosystem, identification of native vegetation, soil conditions and 

agro-climatic zones, potential models of various types has been developed. The implementation plan 

aims to contribute towards the clean Ganga, particularly Aviral Dhara and Nirmal Dhara besides 

maintenance of ecological and geological integrities by improving the base flow and filtration of the 

ground water pollution.  

 



The objective of these interventions is to restore, rejuvenate and conserve the River Ganga 

basin. A  riverscape covering an area of 83,946 km2 (1,13,751.00 Ha) has been delineated all along 

the above said five Ganga River bank states. The financial outlay for the project over a period of 5 

years is Rs. 2293.73 crore. The project is to be implemented over a 5-year period, starting from 

2016-17 upto 2020- 21. The main implementing agencies for the project are State Forest 

Departments. The implementation of the project has started from the year 2016-17.  

 

 

Over the year a total of 2,760.00 ha. Iand has been afforested (during FY 2016- 17) and 

8,046.00 ha. land is planned to be afforested (during the FY 2017-18) by the state forest 

departments of the Ganga river bank states. NMCG has already sanctioned funds to the tune of Rs. 

145 crore towards afforestation and biodiversity conservation. 

 



Under the afforestation programme, “Ganga Vriksharopan Saptah”, is planned to be 

organised between 25th to 31st July, 2017 in the Ganga River bank states. During this week it is 

planned to plant around 50 Lakhs plants in the Ganga River bank districts of the above said states. 

 

The “Ganga Vriksharopan Saptah”, will be implemented in collaboration with the partners 

such as forest department, District Administration, Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS), Ganga 

Vichar Manch (GVM), Educational Institutes and NGOs. District Magistrate of each Ganga river bank 

districts were requested to issue directions to Schools, Colleges, Institutions and line departments, 

Resident Welfare Associations and gram panchyats to promote “Adopt a Plant” and do plantation 

during this week, so that the entire plantation can be maintained and will have a high success rate. 

Awareness campaign is also planned through social, print and visual media during the week. River 

bank community will take pledge to “Adopt a Tree”. Various Seminars, workshops, lectures, drawing 

and painting competitions etc. will be organised locally. 

 


